
Frame 

What you need:  
- A large frame (trawl through your local charity shops and see if they have 

anything useable.  Alternatively, a transparent plastic box lid would work) 
- Large sheet of black card 
- Cutting knife and scissors 
- Something to rest on (ideally a craft cutting board, but could use dense 

cardboard/an old placemat). 
- Glue 
- Coloured tissue paper 
- Light source/fairy lights 

What to do: 
1. Measure the card to fit the frame (when placed over the front of it).  Trim 

to fit but do not attach yet. 
2. Create your design on the card (may be best to do in mirror-image form on 

the back of the card, if possible, so that it won’t show).  Think carefully 
about where to place your image(s) and letters so they won’t be blocked 
by the frame behind. 

3. Using a cutting knife and/or scissors, cut out your designs. 
4. Fill in the cut out areas with coloured tissue paper of your choice - secure 

with glue from the back. 
5. Once the design is complete, attach the card to the frame. 
6. Place a light source behind your frame in your chosen window space.  

Alternatively, you could use a set of fairy lights and tape them to the back 
of your card, within the frame space, to create a light source directly 
behind. 

7. Remember to leave your lights on during the evening so that those 
following a trail of Advent Lights can see your window at its best. 



 

Inverse Frame 

What you need:  
- A large frame (trawl through your local charity shops and see if they have 

anything useable. Alternatively, a transparent plastic box lid would work) 
- Large sheet of tissue paper of your colour choice 
- Black card 
- Cutting knife and scissors 
- Glue 
- Coloured tissue paper 
- Light source/fairy lights 

What to do: 
1. Measure the tissue paper to fit to the frame.  You could attach it at this 

point or leave it until later - your choice. 
2. Create your design on the card (may be best to do in mirror-image form on 

the back of the card, if possible, so that it won’t show).  Using a cutting 
knife and/or scissors, cut out your designs. 

3. Stick the cut out letters/images onto the tissue paper (Think carefully 
about where to place your image(s) and letters so they won’t be blocked 
by the frame behind). 

4. Place a light source behind your frame in your chosen window space.  
Alternatively, you could use a set of fairy lights and tape them to the back 
of your card, within the frame space, to create a light source directly 
behind. 

5. Remember to leave your lights on during the evening so that those 
following a trail of Advent Lights can see your window at its best. 



 

Tracing Paper 
Hand-drawings 
/Tissue Paper 

What you need:  
- Thick tracing paper or grease-proof paper 
- Tracing paper/White tissue paper 
- Sharpie/coloured pens 
- Coloured Tissue paper 
- scissors 
- Glue stick 
- Light source 

What to do: 
1. Cut your tracing paper to the desired size and shape. 
2. Create your design on the paper - use pencil to sketch out and then go 

over with Sharpie-style pens. 
3. Once the design is complete, put a thin layer of glue all over the back of 

the design and stick it carefully (try to avoid creases) to the white tissue 
paper.  Trim to fit. (the purpose of this is to help the colours show more 
vividly as the white will emphasise it). 

4. Place a light source behind your image in your chosen window space, to 
reveal it to passers-by. 

5. Remember to leave your lights on during the evening so that those 
following a trail of Advent Lights can see your window at its best. 



 
 

Light Box Simplicity 

What you need:  
- Light box 
- Light box letters (GREAT JOY) 
- Colour printed images/graphics to illustrate 
- OR Sharpie/glass pens to decorate 

What to do: 
1. Arrange the letters to spell out GREAT JOY. 
2. Either insert a printed image or pattern to add decoration OR decorate 

the white surface of the light box with sharpie pen hand-drawings. 
3. Choose a good spot at a window to locate your light box. Maybe arrange 

other light features around it, such as fairy lights/LED lanterns/LED 
candles. 

4. Remember to leave it switched on during the evening so that those 
following a trail of Advent Lights can see your window at its best. 



 
 

Black card and tissue paper simplicity 
(cheap option - fix directly to window) 

What you need:  
- Black card sheet 
- Tissue paper - various colours 
- Pencil 
- Glue sticks 
- scissors/cutting knife 

What to do: 
1. Using the card as the background, decide how large you want it to be and 

cut/attach multiple pieces of card together to desired dimensions. 
2. Sketch the letters/silhouette cut-outs you’d like to use in your design. 
3. Using a cutting knife and/or scissors, carefully cut out the design (ie. 

leaving shaped holes within the card). 
4. Fill the holes with tissue paper (remember to stick onto the BACK of the 

card) to create a ‘stained glass window’ effect. 
5. Attach to your chosen window with blue-tac or tape. 
6. Place a light source behind your image in your chosen window space, to 

reveal it to passers-by. 
7. Remember to leave your lights on during the evening so that those 

following a trail of Advent Lights can see your window at its best. 



 
 

Inverse black card and tissue paper simplicity 
(cheap option - fix directly to window) 

What you need:  
- Black card sheet 
- Tissue paper - various colours 
- Pencil 
- Glue sticks 
- scissors/cutting knife 

What to do: 
1. Using the tissue paper as the background, decide how large you want it to 

be and cut/attach multiple pieces together to desired dimensions.  Take 
care as it easily rips! Don’t attach to the window yet, but lay out on a table/
floor space. 

2. Sketch the letters/silhouette cut-outs you’d like to use in your design onto 
black card. 

3. Carefully cut out the design and arrange onto the tissue paper (correct 
way around). 

4. Once happy with the arrangement, glue each of the letters/images onto 
the tissue paper. 

5. Carefully attach to your chosen window with blue-tac or tape. 
6. Place a light source behind your image in your chosen window space, to 

reveal it to passers-by. 
7. Remember to leave your lights on during the evening so that those 

following a trail of Advent Lights can see your window at its best. 



 

Light up letters 

What you need:  
- Light up letters to spell out (G-R-E-A-T) J-O-Y 
- Batteries (most likely!) 
- string/thread to suspend letters, if desired 
- Additional fairy lights/light features if desired 

What to do: 
1. Choose a window to arrange your letters at.  Remember to arrange the 

letters in mirror-image from the inside so that they read correctly from 
outside! 

2. Suspend each letter using string if desired/possible, otherwise place the 
letters along the window ledge.  They may need to be slightly elevated by 
placing onto something, like a couple of thick books - in order for them to 
be fully visible above the window frame. 

3. Decorate the rest of the window with fairy lights/lanterns/LED candles 
etc, according to what you have and desire. 

4. Remember to leave the lights on during the evening so that those 
following a trail of Advent Lights can see your window at its best. 



 
 

Neon EL wire 

What you need:  
- Chosen length/colour of EL wire 
- Thick card/board/plastic sheet to attach it to 
- glue/sellotape 
- Optional: drill/scissors to puncture a hole through the sheet 

What to do: 
1. Pencil the word(s) (Great) Joy onto the sheet. 
2. Attach (using strong glue or little bits of sellotape) the light wire to the 

sheet, placing it over the word.  You could create holes at the start/end of 
each word to pass the wire through to the back of the sheet in order to 
obscure the unwanted sections of light. 

3. Decorate around the sheet with fairy lights/other creative ideas if desired. 
4. Place at your chosen window. 
5. Remember to leave your lights on during the evening so that those 

following a trail of Advent Lights can see your window at its best. 

NB - an alternative to the above is to use metal wire to shape the word ‘Joy’ 
and then stick the neon wire to the metal to structure it with no need for a 
sheet to attach it to.  It could then be hung in a window on thin thread. 


